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A Book Launch With A Difference 
Authors and Publishers Embrace the Digital Age 

 
Local author, Shannon Curtis celebrates the launch of her romantic suspense e-

book, Viper’s Kiss, with a ‘Digital Download Event’ that will take place at the 

Burwood Council Library on 30
th
 July, 1:30-3:00pm. 

 

In two years, the percentage of fiction purchased as e-books has grown from 1.8% 

to 11.9%. The percentage of romance novels bought as e-books, which are 

included in the fiction figures, is even higher from 1.4% to 14.3%. (Source: 

Fastcompany.com, Jul/Aug 2011). For the first quarter of 2011, ebooks sales were 

up 159.8% to $233.1million. Unit sales of print books sold through outlets 

measured by Nielsen BookScan fell 10.2%, to 307.1 million, in the first six 

months of 2011 ended July 3. (source: Publisher’s Weekly). 

 

Romance fiction held the LARGEST share of the consumer market in 2009 at 13.2%. 

(Source: Business of Consumer Book Publishing 2010). 

Romance fiction generated $1.36Billion in sales in 2009 – compared to Mystery (at $674million), Science 

Fiction/Fantasy (at $554million) and Classic Literary Fiction ($462million). 

 

Shannon’s book, Viper’s Kiss, is due for release through Harlequin Books’ digital first subsidiary, Carina 

Press on Jul 26. To mark the occasion, Burwood Library will host a ‘Digital Download Event’. Attendees 

are invited to bring in their laptops and reading devices, and will be able to log into the publisher’s 

website and purchase a copy of Ms Curtis’ book using the library’s wireless network. 

 

About Shannon Curtis 
Shannon Curtis was born and raised in Sydney, and has been writing for 

approximately 7 years.  She’s held jobs as a switchboard operator, dangerous 

goods handler and real estate property management before realizing her dream to 

become an author. 

 

If you would like any further information on this topic, or wish to schedule an 

interview with Shannon Curtis, please call Shannon Stein on: 02 9559 3276, or 

email at: contactme@shannoncurtis.com.  Alternatively, you can contact: 

Vesna Cosic, Reference Technology Librarian, Burwood Council Library 

Tel: 02 9078 6121 

Fax: 02 9744 5104  

Email: vesna.cosic@burwood.nsw.gov.au 
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